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Drawings 



1. Figures 17-19, 20A, and 20B should be designated by a legend such as -Prior 
Art-- because only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected 
drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Specification 



2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 17, 
line 11, "dame" should be -same--. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Application/Control Number: 09/995,378 
Art Unit: 2614 



Page 3 



Claim Objections 

3. Claims 26, 34, and 35 are objected to as failing to lack antecedent basis as the 
claims recite the limitation "said selected second program". For purposes of 
examination, the examiner will read the limitation to be "a selected second program". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-9, 13-21, 25-30, and 34-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Borden IV et al. "Borden" (U.S. 6,857,128). 

Regarding Claim 1, Borden discloses EPG display system 170 or "displaying 
controlling apparatus" in figure 1 1, for controlling a display apparatus, which displays TV 
program information. Borden teaches, "receiving means for receiving program 
information on a plurality of programs" by disclosing CPU 172 receives schedule data 
180 from an external source (Col. 5, lines 57-62). Borden teaches, "display control 
means for controlling so as to display first program information on said plurality of 
programs on the basis of the program information received by said receiving means on 
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display means" by disclosing video display generator 174 which, outputs a video- 
compatible EPG display (Col. 5, lines 43-67). Borden teaches, "selection means for 
selecting first program information relating to an arbitrary program in the first program 
information displayed on said display means" by disclosing user control means, such as 
infrared detector 176 to allow a user to control the system using remote control 184 as 
shown in figure 1 1 (Col. 5, lines 45-56). Borden teaches, "wherein said display control 
means controls so as to display second program information on a program relating to 
said first program information selected by said selection means, and controls so as to 
display the second program information on a plurality of said selected programs" by 
disclosing in response to display manipulation commands received from the user via 
remote control 184, CPU 172 will typically retrieve schedule information from system 
memory 178 and format this information appropriately before supplying it to video 
display generator 174. CPU 172 retrieves the information needed for the current 
display, e.g., program titles and details that are visible with the currently displayed range 
of timeslots and channel identifiers. CPU 172 then displays this information by 
generating a bitmap of formatted information and storing this bitmap to the VRAM in 
video display generator 174 (Col. 6, lines 12-33). The CPU 172 then presents an EPG 
display like the one shown in figure 4 which facilitates the viewer to see first and second 
program information by designating an area (program description area 76) for more 
information to be displayed. 

As for Claim 2, Borden teaches, "wherein said second program information is 
information more detailed than said first program information" by disclosing in figure 4, 
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EPG display 70 which, comprises title 72 or "first program information" and program 
description area 80 or "second program information", which contains additional 
information about the corresponding program title (Col. 4, lines 3-18). 

As for Claim 3, Borden teaches, "wherein said second program information 
includes at least one piece of... information concerning contents of the program..." by 
disclosing program description area 80 contains a short description of the program's 
content (Col. 4, lines 12-16). 

As for Claim 4, Borden teaches, "wherein said first program information is 
displayed in the form of a program table indicating program titles with channel number 
information being a vertical axis (horizontal axis) and broadcasting time information on 
program being a horizontal axis (vertical axis)" by disclosing figure 4 which shows titles 
72 and 78 or "first program information" listed in an EPG grid or "program table" with 
times and channel information. 

As for Claim 5, Borden teaches, "wherein said display control means controls so 
as to display said first program information and second program information on a 
program relating to said first program information selected by said selection means on 
the same screen" by disclosing in response to display manipulation commands, CPU 
172 will typically retrieve schedule information from system memory 178 and format this 
information appropriately before supplying it to video display generator 174. CPU 172 
retrieves the information needed for the current display, e.g., program titles and details 
that are visible with the currently displayed range of timeslots and channel identifiers. 
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CPU 172 then displays this information by generating a bitmap of formatted information 
and storing this bitmap to the VRAM in video display generator 174 (Col. 6, lines 12-23). 

As for Claim 6, Borden teaches, "wherein said selection means can select 
arbitrary first program information in a state that said second program information, and 
said display control means controls so as to display second program information 
relating to said further selected first program information on the same screen as said 
displayed second program information" by disclosing in response to display 
manipulation commands, CPU 172 will typically retrieve schedule information from 
system memory 178 and CPU 172 retrieves the information needed for the current 
display, e.g., program titles and details that are visible with the currently displayed range 
of timeslots and channel identifiers as shown in figure 4 (Col. 6, lines 12-23). Further, in 
figure 4, the selected cell 62 corresponds to the dashed lines and the selected title 72 or 
"first program information" is displayed along with program details 76 or "second 
program information" on the same screen. 

As for Claim 7, Borden teaches, "wherein when selecting further arbitrary first 
program information by said selection means, said display control means controls so as 
to selectively display first program information on said plurality of programs so as not to 
eliminate a display of the first program information selected by said selection means" by 
disclosing in figure 4, program details area 76 or "second program information" is shown 
in a separate area from first program information so as to prevent blocking other 
program listings. 
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As for Claim 8, Borden teaches, "wherein said display control means controls so 
as to fixedly display said second program information to an arbitrary area in said screen 
and so as to selectively display said first program information in said screen" by 
disclosing in figure 4, second program information is fixedly displayed in program details 
area 76 which displays more detailed information on the selected first program (Col. 4, 
lines 3-19). 

As for Claim 9, Borden teaches, "after fixedly displaying said second program 
information in said arbitrary area, said display control means displays second program 
information relating to a program of the first program information selected by said 
selection means selectively in accordance with the selection operation and adjacent to 
said selected first program information" by disclosing in figure 4, after the user selects to 
display program description 82 or "second program information" related to title 78, the 
user can move the cursor to select another program, such as title 72 or "first program 
information" and display program description 80 or "second program information" is 
further displayed adjacent to program description 82. 

Regarding Claim 13, Borden discloses an EPG browsing system and method for 
a display apparatus, which display TV program information (Abstract). Borden teaches 
"the receiving step of receiving program information on a plurality of programs" by 
disclosing CPU 172 receives schedule data 180 from an external source as shown in 
figure 11 (Col. 5, lines 59-62). Borden teaches, "the display control step of controlling so 
as to display first program information on said plurality of programs on the basis of said 
received program information on display means" by disclosing in response to display 
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manipulation commands, CPU 172 will typically retrieve schedule information from 
system memory 178 and format this information appropriately before supplying it to 
video display generator 174. CPU 172 retrieves the information needed for the current 
display, e.g., program titles and details that are visible with the currently displayed range 
of timeslots and channel identifiers. CPU 172 then displays this information by 
generating a bitmap of formatted information and storing this bitmap to the VRAM in 
video display generator 174 (Col. 6, lines 12-33). Borden teaches, "the selecting step of 
selecting first program information relating to an arbitrary program in the first program 
information displayed on said display means" by disclosing user control means, such 
as infrared detector 176 to allow a user to control the system using remote control 184 
as shown in figure 1 1 to select and highlight programs on the EPG display (Col. 5, lines 
45-56). Borden teaches, "wherein said display control step controls so as to display 
second program information on a program relating to said selected first program 
information, and controls so as to display the second program information on a plurality 
of said selected programs" by disclosing in response to display manipulation commands 
received from the user via remote control 184, CPU 172 will typically retrieve schedule 
information from system memory 178 and format this information appropriately before 
supplying it to video display generator 174. CPU 172 retrieves the information needed 
for the current display, e.g., program titles and details that are visible with the currently 
displayed range of timeslots and channel identifiers. CPU 172 then displays this 
information by generating a bitmap of formatted information and storing this bitmap to 
the VRAM in video display generator 174 (Col. 6, lines 12-33). The CPU 172 then 
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presents an EPG display like the one shown in figure 4 which facilitates the viewer to 
see first and second program information by designating an area (program description 
area 76) for more information to be displayed. 

Considering Claim 14, the claimed elements of wherein said second program 
information is information more detailed than said first program information, 
corresponds with subject matter mentioned above in the rejection of claim 2, and is 
likewise treated. 

Considering Claims 15 and 27, the claimed elements of wherein said second 
program information includes at least one piece of... information concerning contents of 
the program..., corresponds with subject matter mentioned above in the rejection of 
claim 3, and is likewise treated. 

Considering Claims 16 and 28, the claimed elements of wherein said first 
program information is displayed in the form of a program table indicating program titles 
with channel number information being a vertical axis (horizontal axis) and broadcasting 
time information on program being a horizontal axis (vertical axis), corresponds with 
subject matter mentioned above in the rejection of claim 4, and is likewise treated. 

Considering Claim 17, the claimed elements of wherein said display control step 
controls so as to display said first program information and second program information 
on a program relating to said first program information selected by said selecting step 
on the same screen, corresponds with subject matter mentioned above in the rejection 
of claim 5, and is likewise treated. 
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Considering Claim 18, the claimed elements of wherein said selecting step can 
select arbitrary first program information in a state that said second program 
information, and said display control step controls so as to display second program 
information relating to said further selected first program information on the same 
screen as said displayed second program information, corresponds with subject matter 
mentioned above in the rejection of claim 6, and is likewise treated. 

Considering Claim 19, the claimed elements of wherein when selecting further 
arbitrary first program information by said selecting step, said display control step 
controls so as to selectively display first program information on said plurality of 
programs so as not to eliminate a display of the first program information selected by 
said selecting step, corresponds with subject matter mentioned above in the rejection of 
claim 7, and is likewise treated. 

Considering Claims 20 and 29, the claimed elements of wherein said display 
control step controls so as to fixedly display said second program information to an 
arbitrary area in said screen and so as to selectively display said first program 
information in said screen, corresponds with subject matter mentioned above in the 
rejection of claim 8, and is likewise treated. 

Considering Claims 21 and 30, the claimed elements of wherein after fixedly 
displaying said second program information in said arbitrary area, said display control 
step displays second program information relating to a program of the first program 
information selected by said selecting step selectively in accordance with the selection 
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operation and adjacent to said selected first program information, corresponds with 
subject matter mentioned above in the rejection of claim 9, and is likewise treated. 

Regarding Claim 25, Borden discloses CPU 172 and system memory 178 or 
"storage medium" for storing program data (Col. 5, lines 43-62). Borden teaches "the 
receiving step of receiving program information on a plurality of programs" by disclosing 
CPU 172 receives schedule data 180 from an external source as shown in figure 1 1 
(Col. 5, lines 59-62). Borden teaches, "the display control step of controlling so as to 
display first program information on said plurality of programs on the basis of said 
received program information on display means" by disclosing in response to display 
manipulation commands, CPU 172 will typically retrieve schedule information from 
system memory 178 and format this information appropriately before supplying it to 
video display generator 174. CPU 172 retrieves the information needed for the current 
display, e.g., program titles and details that are visible with the currently displayed range 
of timeslots and channel identifiers. CPU 172 then displays this information by 
generating a bitmap of formatted information and storing this bitmap to the VRAM in 
video display generator 174 (Col. 6, lines 12-33). Borden teaches, "the selecting step of 
selecting first program information relating to an arbitrary program in the first program 
information displayed on said display means" by disclosing user control means, such 
as infrared detector 176 to allow a user to control the system using remote control 184 
as shown in figure 1 1 to select and highlight programs on the EPG display (Col. 5, lines 
45-56). Borden teaches, "wherein said display control step controls so as to display 
second program information on a program relating to said selected first program 



Application/Control Number: 09/995,378 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2614 

information, and controls so as to display the second program information on a plurality 
of said selected programs" by disclosing in response to display manipulation commands 
received from the user via remote control 184, CPU 172 will typically retrieve schedule 
information from system memory 178 and format this information appropriately before 
supplying it to video display generator 174. CPU 172 retrieves the information needed 
for the current display, e.g., program titles and details that are visible with the currently 
displayed range of timeslots and channel identifiers. CPU 172 then displays this 
information by generating a bitmap of formatted information and storing this bitmap to 
the VRAM in video display generator 174 (Col. 6, lines 12-33). The CPU 172 then 
presents an EPG display like the one shown in figure 4 which facilitates the viewer to 
see first and second program information by designating an area (program description 
area 76) for more information to be displayed. 

Regarding Claim 26, Borden discloses an EPG display system 170 or "display 
controlling apparatus" in figure 11. Borden teaches, "receiving means for receiving 
television signals including EPG (Electronic Program Guide) data indicating program 
information on a plurality of programs" by disclosing CPU 172 receives schedule data 
180 (e.g., program start/stop times, channel identifier, program details) from an external 
source, and stores this data to system memory 178 (Col. 5, lines 59-62). Borden 
teaches, "output means for outputting program table data for list-displaying program 
information relating to said plurality of programs on the basis of the EPG data received 
by said receiving means, to display means" by disclosing video display generator 174 or 
"output means" in figure 11, which outputs a video-compatible EPG display (Col. 5, line 
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43 - Col. 6, line 33). Borden teaches, "selection means for selecting program 
information relating to an arbitrary program from a list display of the program information 
displayed on said display means" by disclosing remote control 184 in figure 11, which 
can be used by the viewer to manipulate the EPG to retrieve schedule information (Col. 
5, line 43 - Col. 6, line 23). Borden discloses "display control means for controlling said 
display means so as to display detailed program information relating to the program of 
the program information on the same screen as the list display of said program 
information in accordance with a selection operation by said selection means" by 
disclosing CPU 172 in figure 11, which in response to commands received from the 
user, CPU 172 retrieves program schedule information and formats the information and 
supplies the program schedule to the video display generator 174 (Col. 6, lines 12-23). 
Borden further teaches, "wherein in a state that detailed program information relating to 
the first program selected by said selection means is displayed by said display means, 
said selection means can further select program information relating to an arbitrary 
program in the program information relating to said plurality of programs, and said 
display control means controls so as to display detailed program information relating to 
said selected second program on the same screen as the detailed program information 
relating to said first program" by disclosing in figure 4, detailed program information 
relating to the first program selected is displayed in program details area 76 in program 
description area 82. Further in figure 4, the user can select an arbitrary program, for 
example title 72, and additional information related to title 72 will be displayed in 
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program details area 76 in program description area 80, which is displayed on the same 
screen as the program description area 82 for title 78. 

Regarding Claim 34, Borden discloses an EPG browsing system and method for 
operating an EPG display system (Abstract). Borden teaches, "receiving television 
signals including EPG (Electronic Program Guide) data indicating program information 
on a plurality of programs" by disclosing CPU 172 receives schedule data 180 (e.g., 
program start/stop times, channel identifier, program details) from an external source, 
and stores this data to system memory 178 (Col. 5, lines 59-62). Borden teaches, 
"outputting program table data for list-displaying program information relating to said 
plurality of programs on the basis of said received EPG data, to display means" by 
disclosing video display generator 174 or "output means" in figure 1 1 , which outputs a 
video-compatible EPG display (Col. 5, line 43 - Col. 6, line 33). Borden teaches, 
"selecting program information relating to an arbitrary program from a list display of the 
program information displayed on said display means" by disclosing remote control 184 
in figure 1 1 , which can be used by the viewer to manipulate the EPG to retrieve 
schedule information (Col. 5, line 43 - Col. 6, line 23). Borden discloses, "controlling 
said display means so as to display detailed program information relating to the 
program of the program information on the same screen as the list display of said 
program information in accordance with said selection operation" by disclosing CPU 172 
in figure 11, which in response to commands received from the user, CPU 172 retrieves 
program schedule information and formats the information and supplies the program 
schedule to the video display generator 174 (Col. 6, lines 12-23). Borden further 
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teaches, "in a state that detailed program information relating to said selected first 
program is displayed by said display means, capable of selecting program information 
relating to an arbitrary program in the program information relating to said plurality of 
programs, controlling said display means so as to display detailed program information 
relating to said selected second program on the same screen as the detailed program 
information relating to said first program" by disclosing in figure 4, detailed program 
information relating to the first program selected is displayed in program details area 76 
in program description area 82. Further in figure 4, the user can select an arbitrary 
program, for example title 72, and additional information related to title 72 will be 
displayed in program details area 76 in program description area 80, which is displayed 
on the same screen as the program description area 82 for title 78. 

Regarding Claim 35, Borden discloses CPU 172 and memory 178 or "storage 
medium" for storing program data for executing an EPG display (Col. 5, line 43 - Col. 6, 
line 33). Borden teaches, "receiving television signals including EPG (Electronic 
Program Guide) data indicating program information on a plurality of programs" by 
disclosing CPU 172 receives schedule data 180 (e.g., program start/stop times, channel 
identifier, program details) from an external source, and stores this data to system 
memory 178 (Col. 5, lines 59-62). Borden teaches, "outputting program table data for 
list-displaying program information relating to said plurality of programs on the basis of 
said received EPG data, to display means" by disclosing video display generator 174 or 
"output means" in figure 11, which outputs a video-compatible EPG display (Col. 5, line 
43 - Col. 6, line 33). Borden teaches, "selecting program information relating to an 
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arbitrary program from a list display of the program information displayed on said 
display means" by disclosing remote control 184 in figure 1 1 , which can be used by the 
viewer to manipulate the EPG to retrieve schedule information (Col. 5, line 43 - Col. 6, 
line 23). Borden discloses, "controlling said display means so as to display detailed 
program information relating to the program of the program information on the same 
screen as the list display of said program information in accordance with said selection 
operation" by disclosing CPU 172 in figure 11, which in response to commands received 
from the user, CPU 172 retrieves program schedule information and formats the 
information and supplies the program schedule to the video display generator 174 (Col. 
6, lines 12-23). Borden further teaches, "in a state that detailed program information 
relating to said selected first program is displayed by said display means, capable of 
selecting program information relating to an arbitrary program in the program 
information relating to said plurality of programs, controlling said display means so as to 
display detailed program information relating to said selected second program on the 
same screen as the detailed program information relating to said first program" by 
disclosing in figure 4, detailed program information relating to the first program selected 
is displayed in program details area 76 in program description area 82. Further in figure 
4, the user can select an arbitrary program, for example title 72, and additional 
information related to title 72 will be displayed in program details area 76 in program 
description area 80, which is displayed on the same screen as the program description 
area 82 for title 78. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 10-12, 22-24, and 31-33 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Borden in view of Klosterman (U.S. 6,072,983). 

As for Claim 10, Borden teaches, "wherein said receiving means receives 
program information relating to programs..." by disclosing CPU 172 receives schedule 
data 180 from an external source (Col. 5, lines 43-56). Borden teaches, "said display 
control means controls so as to display a plurality of pieces of said second program 
information relating to programs..." by disclosing CPU 172 formats schedule data 180 
and video display generator 174 outputs a video-compatible EPG display (Col. 5, line 43 
- Col. 6, line 23). However, Borden fails to explicitly disclose receiving program 
information relating to programs transmitted by different transmission paths, and 
displaying a plurality of pieces of said second program information relating to programs 
transmitted by different transmission paths. In a related art pertaining to video 
distribution, Klosterman discloses a system that combines schedule information from 
broadcast, cable, and satellite and displays an integrated schedule 50 on the user's 
television. Klosterman discloses in figure 1B coordinator 20 receives schedule data 
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from cable box 26, IRD box 28, and other inputs 30. The information received from the 
plurality of sources is used to create a program schedule for the user as shown in figure 
3 by integrated schedule 50. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Borden with 
Klosterman in order to receive program information relating to programs transmitted by 
different transmission paths and displaying the program information relating to the 
programs transmitted on the different transmission paths because a more versatile 
technique is needed to combine program information received from different 
transmission paths rather than have the user switch between multiple input units 
(Klosterman - Background). 

As for Claim 1 1 , Borden teaches, "wherein said display control means controls so 
as to fixedly display said second program information in an arbitrary area in said 
screen..." by disclosing in figure 4, program details area 76 comprises program 
description 80 for selected title 72 or "first program information". Borden discloses 
displaying additional information on two different programs in program details area 
however, Borden fails to explicitly disclose selectively displaying first program 
information on a program transmitted by a transmission path different from the program 
of the displayed second program information in the screen. In a related art pertaining to 
video distribution, Klosterman discloses integrated grid guide 50, which combines 
schedule data from satellite and cable and includes a defined information window at the 
top or bottom of the screen to display additional information associated with a particular 
show (Col. 8, lines 5-24). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
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in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Borden with the teachings of 
Klosterman in order to facilitate displaying additional information from one transmission 
path while viewing first program information from another transmission path for the 
benefit of a more versatile schedule that combines program information received from 
different transmission paths and display additional information regarding a particular 
program, rather than have the user switch between reading information on one input 
unit and switching to another input unit to read additional information regarding another 
program (Klosterman - Background). 

As for Claim 12, Borden teaches, "wherein said transmission paths include at 
least one of.. .digital television broadcasting by cable transmission..." by disclosing in 
figure 12, cable decoder 192 receives a TV signal In 188 in the form of a cable 
broadcast signal (Col. 6, lines 34-42). 

Considering Claim 22, the claimed elements wherein said receiving step receives 
program information concerning programs transmitted by different transmission paths, 
and said display control step controls so as to display a plurality of pieces of said 
second program information relating to programs transmitted by said different 
transmission paths, respectively, corresponds with subject matter mentioned above in 
the rejection of claim 10, and is likewise treated. 

Considering Claim 23, the claimed elements of wherein said display control step 
controls so as to fixedly display said second program information in an arbitrary area in 
said screen and so as to selectively display first program information on a program 
transmitted by a transmission path different from the program of the displayed second 
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program information in said screen, corresponds with subject matter mentioned above 
in the rejection of claim 1 1 , and is likewise treated. 

Considering Claims 24 and 33, the claimed elements of wherein said 
transmission paths include at least one of.. .digital television broadcasting by cable 
transmission..., corresponds with subject matter mentioned above in the rejection of 
claim 12, and is likewise treated. 

Considering Claim 31, the claimed elements of wherein said receiving means 
receives EPG data relating to programs transmitted by different transmission paths, and 
said display control means controls so as to display a plurality of pieces of said detailed 
program information relating to programs transmitted by said different transmission 
paths, respectively, corresponds with subject matter mentioned above in the rejection of 
claim 10, and is likewise treated. 

Considering Claim 32, the claimed elements of wherein said display control 
means controls so as to fixedly display said detailed program information in an arbitrary 
area in said screen and so as to selectively display program information on a program 
transmitted by a transmission path different from the program of the displayed detailed 
program information in said screen, corresponds with subject matter mentioned above 
in the rejection of claim 1 1 , and is likewise treated. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
displaying additional information in an EPG. 



U.S. 


Pat. No. 


6,025,837 to Matthews III et al. 


U.S. 


Pat. 


No. 


6,732,371 to Lee etal. 


U.S. 


Pat. 


No. 


6,564,378 to Satterfield et al. 


U.S. 


Pat. 


No. 


5,793,438 to Bedard 


U.S. 


Pat. 


No. 


5,630,119 to Aristides etal. 


U.S. 


Pat. 


No. 


6,426,779 to Noguchi et al. 



The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
combining EPG data from a plurality of sources. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,305,018 to Usui et al. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,526,576 to Kwoh 

Inter. Pub. No. WO/9935849 to Wugofski 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chris Parry whose telephone number is (571) 272-8328. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM. 



Application/Control Number: 09/995,378 



Page 22 



Art Unit: 2614 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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